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The Sierra Fund’s mission is to save the Sierra Nevada by increasing public and 
private investment in the natural resources and communities of the range.  We 
pursue this mission through philanthropy, advocacy and strategic campaigns.

STRATEGIC CAMPAIGNS

Throughout 2007, The Sierra Fund worked closely 
with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) and 
Velocity7 marketing firm to develop the Conservancy’s 
specialty license plate program.  In the spring, 
The Sierra Fund sponsored the SNC Logo Design 
Competition, attracting more than 234 entries from 
school age kids throughout the Sierra region.  We 
awarded $10,500 in grants to the winning designers 
and their schools.  Over the rest of the year, we 
developed a Memorandum of Understanding between 
The Sierra Fund and the SNC outlining leadership 
roles in the campaign to sell 7,500 specialty SNC 
license plates, and hired Velocity7 again to formulate 
a marketing strategy.  These activities left us in an 
excellent position to launch the license plate campaign 
with the goal of securing ongoing, sustainable funding 
for the Conservancy’s grant programs.

Our Gold Mining’s Toxic Legacy Initiative, 
now in its second year, has developed the first-ever 
comprehensive report describing the impacts of toxins 
from the Gold Rush on the human and environmental 
health of the Sierra, and presenting recommendations 
for action to address this enormous, neglected issue.  
This report outlines a plan of action for decades to 
come, and calls on state and federal governments and 
philanthropic partners to join the effort.  Scientists, 
native tribes, conservation organizations, health 
professionals, legislators and government agencies 
have all participated in the success of this crucial 
new environmental justice initiative.  

ADVOCACY 

The Sierra Fund maintained a voice in the Capital 
for Sierra investment throughout the year.  While 
statewide budgets suffered cuts, the Governor 
approved full funding for the 2007/08 SNC budget, 
and in early 2008 proposed an increase in funding 
for the 2008/09 year.  Participants in our 2007 
Sierra Day in the Capitol, co-sponsored by the Sierra 
Nevada Alliance, thanked legislators for supporting 
the SNC budget, and distributed a portfolio of “Sierra 
Conservation Projects” demonstrating Sierra funding 
needs.  We also brought government attention to the 
issue of historic mining toxins, including the impact of 
suction dredging for gold in riverbeds contaminated 
by mercury.  

PHILANTHROPY  

Our philanthropic services program has invested 
funds and technical support in organizations tackling 
climate change, land use, development, and public 
access.  We distributed $274,498 in grants and loans 
to organizations committed to the future of the Sierra, 
and other interests as directed by our donors.   

We are grateful for the participation and support of 
our many partners, allies and donors.  They have 
made 2007 a successful year, and we look forward to 
pursuing these activities for years to come.  

For the Sierra,

Elizabeth “Izzy” Martin, Chief Executive Officer

Staff
Elizabeth “Izzy” Martin, CEO

Emily Rivenes, Operations Manager and 
Financial Controller

Kerry Morse, Communications and 
Administrative Assistant

Board of Directors
John Hellwig
Jerry Meral, PhD
Rob Moser, CFP

Patty Brissenden, Chair
John Regan, Secretary

Greg Francis, Treasurer
Esther Feldman

Our activities in 2007 have positioned us with increased capacity 
and a clear vision of our goals and objectives for years to come.
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Many thanks to our 2007 donors.  

Your investment in us helped 

leverage further investment 

in the Sierra we all love, and 

make $274,498 in strategic 

grants and loans to organizations 

committed to preserving our 

human and natural resources.  
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Donor-Advised and Designated Fund Grants 
(ISIS related): $52,848

American Land Conservancy $1,000
California State Parks Foundation $500
California Wilderness Coalition$1,000
CalTrout $1,000
Center for Sierra Nevada Conservation $1,000
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin $2,000

Friends of Hope Valley $1,000
Friends of Spenceville $1,000
Friends of the River $1,000
High Sierra Rural Alliance $4,913
Logo Design Competition Fund $1,235
Mountain Meadows Conservancy $1,000
Planning & Conservation League $1,000
Restore Hetch Hetchy $1,000
Save The Redwoods League $1,000
Saving The Sierra: Voices of 
  Conservation in Action $2,000
Sierra Nevada Alliance $1,500
Sierra Watch $20,000
Snowlands Network $1,000
Sustainable Conservation $200
Tahoe Rim Trail Association $1,000
Tuolumne River Trust $5,000
The Wilderness Society $2,500

Donor-Advised Grants 
(general interest): $44,000

Blue Water Network $1,000
Center for Biological Diversity $1,000
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County $1,500
Conservation Biology Institute $10,000
Earthjustice $1,000
Green Corps $6,000

Donor-Advised (general interst) cont.

The Gulf Restoration Network $1,000
Land Trust of Santa Cruz County $1,000
Madre $1,000
Monterey Bay Aquarium $1,000
The Panetta Institute $1,000
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation $1,000
Planned Parenthood of America $1,000
Seton Health Foundation $1,000
The Sierra Club $15,000
Vietnam Friendship Village $500 

ISIS Fund Grants: $17,150

Chico Research Foundation, California 
  State University, Chico $15,950 
No on Yuba Highlands $1,000
Tsi-Akim Maidu $200 

Program Related 
Investments: $150,000

Friends of Spenceville $10,000
High Sierra Rural Alliance $120,000
Yuba River Conservancy $20,000 

Awards: $10,500

Logo Design Competition 
  Winners $5,500
Schools of Logo Design  
  Winners $5,000
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Consolidated Statement of Activities 2007

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position 2007

Support and Revenues

    Contributions $377,679

    Investment Income $15,124

    Net Realized and Unrealized Gains $315

    Events $417

    Other Income    $18,476

Total Support and Revenue $412,011

Expenses

        Grants Awarded $110,763    

        Programs $299,116

    Total Grants and Programs $409,879

    Management and General $10,131

    Fundraising      $8,515

Total Expenses $428,525

Change in Net Assets

    Net Assets Beginning of Year $522,842

    Net Assets End of Year $506,328

Total Change in Net Assets -$16,514

Assets

    Cash $149,722

    Investments $142,696

    Other Receivables -$999

    Fixed Assets $4,909

    Land $40,000

    Program-related Investments   $170,000

Total Assets $506,328

Liabilities and Net Assets

    Liabilities $0

    Unrestricted Assets $270,581

    Temporarily Restricted   $235,747

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $506,328


