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The Sierra Fund’s mission is to save the Sierra Nevada by increasing public and
private investment in the natural resources and communities of the range. We
pursue this mission through philanthropy, advocacy and strategic campaigns.
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Our activities in 2007 have positioned us with increased capacity

and a clear vision of our goals and objectives for years to come.

STRATEGIC CAMPAIGNS

Throughout 2007, The Sierra Fund worked closely
with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) and
Velocity7 marketing firm to develop the Conservancy'’s
SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE PROGRAM. In the spring,
The Sierra Fund sponsored the SNC Logo Design
Competition, attracting more than 234 entries from
school age kids throughout the Sierra region. We
awarded $10,500 in grants to the winning designers
and their schools. Over the rest of the year, we
developed a Memorandum of Understanding between
The Sierra Fund and the SNC outlining leadership
roles in the campaign to sell 7,500 specialty SNC
license plates, and hired Velocity7 again to formulate
a marketing strategy. These activities left us in an
excellent position to launch the license plate campaign
with the goal of securing ongoing, sustainable funding
for the Conservancy’s grant programs.

Our GOLD MINING’'S TOXIC LEGACY INITIATIVE,
now in its second year, has developed the first-ever
comprehensive report describing the impacts of toxins
from the Gold Rush on the human and environmental
health of the Sierra, and presenting recommendations
for action to address this enormous, neglected issue.
This report outlines a plan of action for decades to
come, and calls on state and federal governments and
philanthropic partners to join the effort. Scientists,
native tribes, conservation organizations, health

professionals, legislators and government agencies
have all participated in the success of this crucial
new environmental justice initiative.

432 Broad Street, Nevada City, CA 95959

ADVOCACY

The Sierra Fund maintained a voice in the Capital
for Sierra investment throughout the year. While
statewide budgets suffered cuts, the Governor
approved full funding for the 2007/08 SNC budget,
and in early 2008 proposed an increase in funding
for the 2008/09 year. Participants in our 2007
Sierra Day in the Capitol, co-sponsored by the Sierra
Nevada Alliance, thanked legislators for supporting
the SNC budget, and distributed a portfolio of “Sierra
Conservation Projects” demonstrating Sierra funding
needs. We also brought government attention to the
issue of historic mining toxins, including the impact of
suction dredging for gold in riverbeds contaminated
by mercury.

PHILANTHROPY

Our philanthropic services program has invested
funds and technical support in organizations tackling
climate change, land use, development, and public
access. We distributed $274,498 in grants and loans
to organizations committed to the future of the Sierra,
and other interests as directed by our donors.

We are grateful for the participation and support of
our many partners, allies and donors. They have
made 2007 a successful year, and we look forward to
pursuing these activities for years to come.
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Consolidated Statement of Activities 2007
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